Unity House & the First Presbyterian Church

In 1972, Father Bernard Casper and eight staff
members opened the mansion as a home for
mentally disabled veterans. This was the beginning
of Unity House. The operating budget was $30,000
and the staff worked without pay for two years.
The Carmelite Order struggled in the face of the
cost, and sold the adjacent grounds to First
Presbyterian Church in 1975. There the present
church structure was completed in 1976, following
the fall of the steeple at the old church.

First Presbyterian Church responded in 1977 to
the Carmelite Order’s appeal to purchase the
mansion. Pastor Dennis Haines and the elders
joined with the first Unity House executive
director, Rev. Frederick Harrison, an Episcopal
priest, in incorporating Unity House and
successfully seeking state approvals for operation
of mental health services. Rev. James Hughes, a
Presbyterian minister, became executive director
in 1979, followed by Monica Lentze in 1987. During
Lentze’s tenure, Unity House began to expand,
implementing successful programs including
residential services, supported apartments,
independent housing, rehabilitative day programs,
and vocational services, all serving individuals with
mental iliness, mental retardation, developmental
disabilities, or drug and alcohol dependency. In
1998, Joyce Williams became executive director,
succeeded in 2009 by Elizabeth Werner.

The clientele has grown from 24 residents in
1972 to more than 700 clients served each day in a
six-county area. The Case Mansion is home to the
mental health residential program of Unity House.
The agency continues to grow, exploring new
avenues and enhancing programs already in place
to meet the needs of the growing number of
individuals seeking services.

The Carmelite Shrine

Father Marianus Nowakowski built a shrine
on the grounds in the 1950s with financial
support from the Auburn community. Father
Nowakowski was imprisoned for five years at
Dachau and Auschwitz during World War Il and
had vowed to build a shrine if he survived. The
shrine, located south of the mansion on the
west side, features a statue of Our Lady. The
insert on the back depicts the Carmelite shield in
multi-colored stones.
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The Case Family and Sound-on-Film

In 1916, Willard Erastus Case (1857-1918)
inherited the Willard Mansion on West Genesee
Street (now the Cayuga Museum) from his
cousin, Caroline Willard, daughter of the original
owner, Dr. Sylvester Willard. Erastus Case
converted a greenhouse on the property into a
scientific research laboratory for his 28-year-old
son, Theodore Willard Case.

Within a year, the Case Research Lab had its
first major invention, an infrared signaling
system used by the Navy during World War 1.
Ten years later, Ted Case and his associates
revolutionized the motion picture industry with
the development of sound-on-film technology.
During 17 years of operating the Case Research
Lab, Case was awarded 62 U.S. patents for
inventions and published 12 scientific articles.

In 1926, Ted Case and William Fox of Fox
Film formed the Fox-Case Corporation. Case
turned over the sound-on-film patent rights to
the new company, which developed the
Movietone process. Case continued to work on
the process for some years, until it was sold to
Western Electric. There were competing
processes and until recent years, Case received
no credit for his invention.

Theodore Willard Case, 1888-1944

The Case Family Mansion

The Case Mansion, or “The Chimneys” as
Case's mother named the house, was built on
South Street between 1929 and 1934. The
Jacobean Revival structure has four floors
occupying 36,000 square feet. Construction
costs were $1.1 million. The MacDougall and
Boyd mansions were demolished to make way
for the grand home, and the grounds once
included the site of First Presbyterian Church
next door and the carriage houses on
MacDougall Street—one for horses and one for
automobiles.

The original furnishings cost $500,000. The
Parlor was furnished in the French Provincial
style, complete with a $50,000 Persian rug. Just
outside this room was a statue imported from
Italy. The pillars in the Great Hall are telegraph

poles brought from Maine while the Case family
resided in the home. The staircase in the Great
Hall, open all the way to the third floor, was an
impressive location for the three-story
Christmas tree. The fireplace mantles on the
second floor were imported from Italy and it is
rumored that Italian craftsmen were brought
here to hand-carve the mantle pieces from
stone for the Great Hall and Ballroom. Above
the exterior north front door is a carved child's
head. This was the children’s entrance.

The Case family lived in the mansion for only
a few years. In 1938, Ted Case gave the house to
the City of Auburn. He died in 1944. In 1940, the
mansion became a National Youth Admin-
istration Center, dedicated for that purpose by
Eleanor Roosevelt. The city owned the mansion
until 1946, when it was purchased by the
Carmelite Order. It was used as a monastery
until 1972.

The Grand Staircase



